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Fig. 1.  View of Selva Maya from the top of pyramid (Structure II) in the Central Plaza of Calakmul, 

Campeche. 
 
The Selva Maya in the Yucatan peninsula of Mexico is the most extensive tropical forest in Central 
America and a conservation priority for the environmental community.  The existence of vast tracts 
of intact tropical forest, in a region beset by development pressures, is made possible only through 
the combined efforts of a variety of stakeholders.  These include conservationists, scientists, and 
enlightened policymakers.  Another group of key stakeholders are the ejido communities, which have 
practiced sustainable forestry for more than 20 years.  Their communally owned forests comprise 
more than half of the forested land in the Selva Maya.  The conservation of these forests is due 
largely to the exemplary forestry practices of local villagers, and their ejido lands are some of the 
earliest in the world to have been designated by forestry certification programs as being managed in a 
sustainable and ecologically sound manner.   



However, this long history of communal conservation and sustainable management of tropical forest 
is at a critical juncture.  At this time, many ejido communities need technical assistance to meet the 
requirements for continued certification by the Forest Stewardship Council for sustainable forest 
management.  Through the Building Bridges for Sustainable Forestry in the Selva Maya, Mexico 
project, Charles M. Peters, Ph.D., a widely-recognized authority on tropical forest ecology at The 
New York Botanical Garden, is leading a collaborative effort to provide scientific and technical 
expertise to members of ejido communities so that they themselves can continue to manage their 
forested lands sustainably and maintain or qualify for Forest Stewardship Council certification.   
 

 
 

Fig. 2.  A forester from the NohBec ejido standing next to a caoba (Swietenia), an example of trees 
targeted by the project for growth monitoring using dendrometer bands.    

 
This fall, Dr. Peters will be conducting workshops on growth monitoring of trees in the Selva Maya, 
essential to sustainable forest management. These workshops will include training in construction 
and use of dendrometer bands that are needed to measure the diameter of tree trunks in growth 
studies (see fig. 2).  He will also assist and facilitate collaboration and data sharing between forestry 
ejidos in the Selva Maya for sustainable forest management, including establishing a joint database 
and training ejido members in the use and applications of the database.  Dr. Peters will report on the 
results of this work in the Selva Maya in the next Overbrook Foundation newsletter. 


