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Building Bridges for Sustainable Forestry in the Selva Maya, Mexico

Fig. 1. View of Selva Maya from the top of pyramid (Structure II) in the Central Plaza of Calakmul,
Campeche.

The Selva Maya in the Yucatan peninsula of Mexico is the most extensive tropical forest in Central
America and a conservation priority for the environmental community. The existence of vast tracts
of intact tropical forest, in a region beset by development pressures, is made possible only through
the combined efforts of a variety of stakeholders. These include conservationists, scientists, and
enlightened policymakers. Another group of key stakeholders are the ejido communities, which have
practiced sustainable forestry for more than 20 years. Their communally owned forests comprise
more than half of the forested land in the Selva Maya. The conservation of these forests is due
largely to the exemplary forestry practices of local villagers, and their ejido lands are some of the
earliest in the world to have been designated by forestry certification programs as being managed in a
sustainable and ecologically sound manner.



Howevae, this long historyof communal conserviaon and sustainabl@anagenent of tropical forest
is at a ctiical juncture. At this time, many gido comnunities need technical assistancerteet the
requirenents for continwed certification ly the Forest Stewardship Counfor sustanable forest
managenent. Throudp the Building Bridges for SustainableForestry in he Selva Mga, Mexico
project, Charles M. Peters, Ph.D., a widely-reibgd authorityon tropical forest edogy at The
New York Botanical Garden, is leiang a collaborative effd to provide scientific and technical
expertise to rembers of ejido communities so that thédyenselves can continue toamage their
forested land sustainalyland naintain or qualifyfor Forest Stewardshiouncil certification.

Fig. 2. A forester fromthe NohBec ejido standimgext to a caobaSwietenig, an exarple of trees
targeted bythe project fo growth nonitoring usig dendroreter bands.

This fall, Dr. Petersvill be conducting workshopsn growthmonitoring of trees in th&elva Maga,
essential tosustainable forest anagenent. These workshops will include training @onstruction
and use of dendrogter bands thadre needed to easure the diamet@f tree trunks in growth
studies (see fig. 2)He will also asst and facilitatecollaboration and datsharing betwen forestry
ejidos in theSelva Maw for sustainable foreshanagerant, including establishing a joint database
and trainingejido members in the use@nd applicatins of the database. Dr. Peters will report on the
results of thé work in theSelva Mgain the next Overbrookoundation newsletter.



