EFSC

FSC CERTIFIED PAPERS: MARKETS DRIVING CONSERVATION

Forest Stewardship Council certification is increasingly becoming an important tool for conservation of forests
through market transformation. In the paper market, the work of activist campaigners like Forest Ethics and
Rainforest Action Network have been a key driver for the adoption of FSC certification in a number of very
visible procurement policies. Dell Computers, JP Morgan-Chase, and HSBC are among some of the recent

victories. In the case of JP Morgan, FSC is now also
being used a framework to guide forestry related
lending.

A campaign against large catalogue companies
continues and has led to some companies considering
FSC certification. Recently, a large US industrial
paper maker about how to get them engaged in FSC
certification, all driven in response to one of their
customers that has been targeted within the catalogue
campaign and would like to switch to FSC papers.

These campaign drivers, along with the growing
adoption of corporate social  responsibility
commitments (in part a response to the campaigns),
has brought the largest paper merchants and largest
commercial printers in the country into FSC. There
are now 16 paper merchants and 26 commercial
printers holding FSC certification in the US. Two
years ago, these numbers were roughly zero.

RR Donnelley, the nation’s largest printer, recently
expanded the scope of its FSC certificate, which
previously covered its facilities that print catalogue
and annual reports, to include its book printing
facilities.

All signals point to an explicit growth in demand for
FSC-certified papers.

These demands were a key driver leading to recent
FSC certification of forest management operations in
Canada managed by Alberta Pacific Company. This
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13+ million acre certification, the largest in the world, will provide large volumes of FSC certified pulp to meet
the growing demand for responsibly produced papers. The growing demand is also responsible for the recent
commitment by Domtar Industries, a major North American papermaker, to offer the widest range of FSC
certified papers in the market at commodity level prices. These kinds of dynamics are proving that FSC
certification can be applied in a large industrial context and can be consistent with the financial realities of both

producers and buyers.



