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The U.S. Government is Funding Abstinence-Only Clowns. Seriously.

Find out how by reading the following blog from Advocates’ new Web site, Amplify
(www.amplifyyourvoice.org). Amplify is a groundbreaking new interactive site for youth activists
working to promote adolescent reproductive and sexual health throughout the United States and
around the globe. Through Amplify, activists are networking, blogging, posting videos, linking to
Facebook, and educating policy makers. In doing so, they are conducting both traditional advocacy
as well as “cultural advocacy”—discovering and highlighting outrageous examples of our nation’s
dysfunctional approach to sexuality and sex education. Following is just one example of such
cultural advocacy. We encourage you visit the site and join the conversation!

Tell President Obama: send out the clowns!!! by: B ary e

For the past three weeks, we have chronicled the sad tale of Derek Dye, the abstinence
clown. Derek is employed by an organization that received an $800,000 CBAE grant in
2007 to promote abstinence-only until marriage sex education. He juggles, he misleads,
he... frightens. And his qualifications for teaching middle schoolers about sex? A
“Bachelor of Fun Arts” from Barnum Bailey Clown College, and an abstinence educator
certification that can be purchased for $50. If you haven't seen the video yet,
seriously.... check it out, it is amazing (www.amplifyyourvoice.org/clown).

To date, we have spent $1.5 billion on these failed, ridiculous abstinence-only sex
education initiatives. IT MUST. STOP. NOW.

Right now, President Obama is hard at work on his budget for fiscal year 2010, and this
is your time to weigh in and make sure that he ZEROES OUT funding for this program.

Click here to TELL PRESIDENT OBAMA TO SEND OUT THE CLOWNS! Stop funding failed
abstinence-only-until-marriage programs!

We know that President Obama has stated that he supports medically accurate, age-
appropriate sex education to help young people make responsible, healthy decisions. But
we also know that the president is under direct pressure from Republicans and
conservative Democrats that have kept this funding alive in the past two years. They will
do everything they can to keep funding these failed programs, and will also try to block
funding for responsible, comprehensive sex education. (We all remember this HORRIBLE
McCain attack ad from last year on Obama'’s sex ed policy "for kindergartners”, right?)

This is why it’s so important to let President Obama hear your voices right now. We must
convince him to stand strong against the social conservatives and do the right thing.

2000 M Street, NW #750 * Washington, DC 20036 * 202.419.3420 * 202-419-1448 fax * www.advocatesforvouth.org



http://www.amplifyyourvoice.org/
http://www.amplifyyourvoice.org/u/AFY_Joe/2009/2/4/Tell-President-Obama-send-out-the-clowns
http://www.amplifyyourvoice.org/u/AFY_Joe
http://www.amplifyyourvoice.org/u/AFY_Joe/2009/1/15/Federal-tax-dollars-are-going-to-clowns-iliterallyi-CLOWNS
http://www.amplifyyourvoice.org/u/AFY_Joe/2009/2/2/The-Secret-Order-of-Abstinence-Clowns
http://www.amplifyyourvoice.org/clown
http://www.amplifyyourvoice.org/main.cfm?actionId=globalShowStaticContent&screenKey=cmpState&htmlKey=acttellobamaendabonly&s=amplify
http://www.amplifyyourvoice.org/main.cfm?actionId=globalShowStaticContent&screenKey=cmpState&htmlKey=acttellobamaendabonly&s=amplify
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2008/09/09/mccain-ad-obamas-lone-edu_n_125205.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2008/09/09/mccain-ad-obamas-lone-edu_n_125205.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2008/09/09/mccain-ad-obamas-lone-edu_n_125205.html

